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Z£7% : DGB-Frauen
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3) Frauen in Gewerkschaften - Geringe Beteiligung und fehlender
Einfluss.
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<Abstract>

Female Workers’ Labour Union Participation by the
Life Cycle

This study aims to look at various aspects of female workers’
labour union activities in the context of the current labour union
‘organizations’ , labour unions’ responses to them. And the way
they should be changed going forward on the premise that the female
workers’ pattern of labour market participation, which could be
experienced differently from that of male workers, may affect female
workers® labour union participation including unionization, union
activities, perception, and institutions. Especially, the project in the
first year will look at female labour union officials’ participation
activities.

In Chapter 2, we diagnosed that the crises of labour unions and
their movements stem from ‘the absence of the gender perspective
and a life cycle approach to work life’ and ‘the failure to
perceive’ that absence.

Chapter 3 shows the pattern of female labour union officials’
participation activities when considering both the gender perspective
and a life cycle approach to work life. We looked at the conditions
that make it difficult for female labour union officials in major areas
of union activities and it turned out that they were essentially
structural and substantial problems embedded in the organizational
culture and movements of regular male workers in large
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conglomerates. This finding led us to view female workers’

‘complaints” about the mainstream labour unions rightfully as the
problems that brought about the labour union crisis only revealed
among ‘women as a subgroup’ from the perspective of the gender
and life cycle.

Chapter 4 investigates the crisis and challenges of mainstream
labour unions in consideration of the gender perspective and life cycle
perspective of work life. Based on the interviews of female workers,
we explored the ways for the current labour unions to change for the
future in the areas of identity, systematization, culture.

We derived the following action agenda from the study.

First, efforts are needed to reform the fields of labour union
activities for gender equality in order to enhance systematization of
labour unions, especially for female workers to become a political
force. It is particularly needed for labour unions to actively set out to
resolve the problems identified in the study so that the women’ s
quota system appropriately settles on labour unions’ organizational
base.

Second, efforts are needed to incorporate the gender perspective in
the industrial relations so that labour unions become the level field of
labour activities for both genders. Industrial relations of the gender
perspective will have women’ s agenda on the tables of collective
bargaining and also show new ways in bargaining strategies and
methods.

Third, it is needed to foster female labour union officials. It was
confirmed in the interviews that the number and roles of female
officials were lacking in relation to prompt responses to the changes
in union members’ conditions. It IS necessary to root the
perspectives of the life cycle and gender in the organization so that



133

new female union officials can work without difficulties. Also needed
Is a regular education programme for male union members to improve
awareness of relevant matters.






